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.+ DORIT OFEK. “This was a pioneering project, providing all levels
A4 : education, from kindergarten to graduation.
:30 in the evening, | realized | had only emphasis was on reading and writing skills; but all
“minutes to get to my 8 p.m. biblical jects were covered... we are still operating this school,
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quick dinner and put a load of laundry In  experience empowered us as we recognized
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Founded in 2000, the company employs 350 certi ey first credi:
teachers all over the world, €Teacher offers structured  rec that in t text- r5es to overseas stud FRA

language programs in modern and biblical Hebrew,  book, headset with a speaker and a microphone. The “The biblical Hebrew on-line program, t

English and Chinese. The company Is currently  student downloads the eTeacher softwire, and can then ¢Teacher's ClassicalHebrow.com campus,

expanding ifs offerings and plans to provide addi- access the class, tapes of previous classes and varied the Hebrew University's credited s

tional languages this year. €Teacher’s partner, Pamoja  teaching materials. Fos technophobes like myself, there recognized by the Faculty of Humanities. In accor

Capital, is a Switzerland-based private investment s an Impressive call center that operates 24 hours a day, with the university’s academic requitements,

- firm that believes in creating value through long- sﬁ:&%usﬂﬁagg.gag gram includes obligatory attendance, paper submis- ,
term, socially responsible global investments in vari-  technical support for € s clients. Binnun says  sions and examinations and will award students four
ous fields, including education. that “the center has 130 representatives.” credit points. While offering these newly accreditec

“In 2002 eTeacher won a Foreign Ministry tender to  As with other providers of Hebrew courses, the stu- courses, eTeacher will continue to offer Its regular,

. establish an on.line school for all its overseas embassy  dents who choose to study moder Hebrew tend to be  acoredited biblical Hebrew courses. e ey
employees’ children,” says Yariv Binnun, its co-CEO. Jewish, whereas biblical Hebrew students are mostly  To date ¢Teacher is the only c-learning company




A fly .c: the
virtual wall

s a student-for-the-day, | received a “user
name” and “password,” and entered the
magical world of e-learning. When | first

tered the eTeacher site, surprisingly 1 felt
like 1 was suddenly part of a real school. | received a
“locker,” where | had access to a wide variety of
teaching aids and very long lists of exercises and
pretaped classes | could use. There is a magazine
put on-line by eTeacher, a weekly “Torah portion”
and even a blog.

In the virtual classroom, the computer scraen is
divided in two: On the right-hand side, there is 2
narrow strip that displays the “administrative” or
technical aspect of our classroom situation. It holds
a column of icons, each representing one of the
class participants, When | entered our class, there
Were seven icons on the screen: The top one was
our teacher, Miriam. Her icon was officially titled
"Miriam, moderator,” and so the computer pro-
gram automatically grants her the maoderating
powers in this classroom.

Then there wac a “ra.madacstoc® foae £







CALL CENTER for eTeacher
in Ramat Gan. It operates
24 hours a day, seven days
a weeld in its work to
spread the holy tongue.




